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SERMON, 
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Presentation of the Colours, 
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5 he Prayer delivered on the Consecration of the Colours, 
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TO CHARLES GIBSON ESN. 
I = MAYOR COMMANDANT, 
THE OFFICERS AND CORPS — "> 
OF THE 

ROYAL LANCASTER POLUNTEERS ; 

THE FOLLOWING SERMON 

| AND PRAYER, 

DELIVERED AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, 


ARE AFFECTIONATELY INSCRIBED 


BY THEIR EVER FAITHFUL 
AND OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


JOHN WIDDITT. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


'Th OUGH, in compliance with a very flattering request, I have 
ventured to lay the following Address before the Public, I cannot 
suffer it to appear without saying, that the compliance was made 
with the greateſt diffidence, and a most sincere consciousness, that, 
though the Discourse micht have met with a favourable reception 
at che time of gelivery, yet it will not 0 well stand the test of a 
more leisurely and critical examination as 1 could wish it to do; 
arid which wish, I must further add, is formed as much for che sake 
of the subject, as for any credit it might confer on the Author, who 
at the time of his drawing up his pages had not the least concep- 
tion that they would be subjected to a re-hearing in their present 
form. 
Lancaster, August 1 6th, 1797. . 
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% THE Corpe paraded in the Market. vids at 10 0 2 in 
the Forenoon, and from thence proceeded, attended by a good Band 


of Muxic, ro the Gre avss z where a very elegant Pair of Colaurs 


Ars presente to the Major Commandant, by Miss RAWLINSON and 


Miss Arca SALISBURY, with a concise and uitable adler, from 


1 zach ; 70 awhich the Major Commandant replied, returning Thanks 


5 for is Boniour conferred upon the Corps, and i expressing his bersuasion, 


that, Should the Royal Lancaster | Volunteers be called into actual 


. ger vice, they would never diegrace the Colours 50 entructed to their 


1 charge. The Colours were then delivered to Ensigns BaapshHaw, and 
-GriLow: by the Major Commandant in the usual nanner.— It is a | 
- tribute due to the numerous croud. o, spectators, to observe, that there 
was not the least dinedor; noise, er instance of behavicur mms becoming 


the solemnity of the Occasion, or tending to interrupt the harmony of 


the Day. 
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THE PRAYER. 


WW: view Lined: God, we thy ll Creatures, why implore thine 


ail 400 protection. Thou art a God full of compassion and gracious, long - 
suffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth. From thee we derive every comfort 


we enjoy. Thou haſt promised to hear the prayer of those who call upon thee 


faithfully, and to help them. We pray that thou wouldest not withdraw thy 
mercy from us, but that thine Arm may be stretched ſorth to defend us against 


of our unworthiness; and reproach ourselves for our ingratitude in the Mercies 


we abuse, and our disobedicace in the Duties we neglect. Whilst our frailty 


and the temptations of the world lead us to commit sin, our conscience reproves 


us, and our mind deplores its tendency to evil. We rejoice in the Comforts of 
the Gospel Thou hast been pleased to reveal unto us. Amidst all the vicissitudes 
of life, its doctrines and precepts raise our minds from worldly objects, to the 
carnest hope and expectation of future Bliss. To keep and preserve for ourselves, 
and posterity, our civil and religious rights, we are here met together to ſuppli- 
cate thy Blessing upon our endeavours, and Success upon our arms. These 
Banners we solemnly dedicate to Thee, sincerely lamenting the necessity which 


has compelled us, for the protection and security of our persons, our interests, 


tive stations. For the defence of our beloved King, our excellent C onstitution, 


and our holy Religion, we lift up these warlike Ensigns. And may they be 
Standards to assemble, and a Bond to unite the friends of each in the hour of 
| danger, and in every time of need. To thy gracious protection, O Lord, we 
recommend our Sovereign, his Majesty King GEoRGE ; defend him from secret 
conspiracy and from open violence; deliver him from the Arrow that flieth by day, 
and the Pestilence that walketh in the night season. Enable him to overcome 
all his enemies, and to establish on equitable terms an honourable, a speedy and 
a lasting Peace. Bless our gracious Queen CHARLOTTE, their Royal High- 
| nesses GroROEH Prince of Wales, the Princess of Wales and all the Royal 
Family. May they be distinguished for their virtues, and that religious Wisdom 
by which Princes administer Juſtice, and those of exalted Station become a 


blessing to the Community. We implore thy Blessing on the Constitution of our 


taoſe dangers and calamities with which we are surrounded. We are sensible 


and connexions, to join the profession of arms to the civil duties of our respec- 


Country, and make us duly sensible of the many eminent advantages which it 
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bela, forth to us, that we may. be ready at all times, when it is endangered, to 
use our best exertions to defend and transmit it pure and 1 uncorrupt, to the latest 
posterity. And may you, my Fellow Townsmen, be distinguished for your 
Valour, your Attachment to the Cauie in which you are engaged, your Disci- 
pline, and your Regularity. Hence, while you secure to others the advantages 
of a well ordered Government, you will give a proof of their efficacy in your- 
selves. May your zeal for the public Interest, and Loyalty to the Government, 


which have caused these Banners Here to be displayed, render them instrumental 


in the prevention of public disorder, and the suppression of internal commotion. 
And may you to whom we entrust our liberties, our property and our lives, 


in defending us, be yourselves defended by the God you serve. May he give 


his Angels charge over you to keep you in all your ways; be your shield and 


buckler; the horn also of your Salvation, and your Refuge. May he give s ee 
and power unto his people. And may he speedily restore unto us all the Bles- 


me of PEACE. Amen. 
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"PHE SERMON. 


PROVERBS XXVIII Chap: 4th verse. 


They 2 feels the 20 praise the N icked ; but euch as keep the 


Law contend with them. 


HE Proverbs of Solomon contain some « the finest moral Sentiments that 

we are acquainted with: they are replete with such judicious observations, 

as s clearly shew that their illustrious Author possessed a most comprehensive 

knowledge of the human character. This Chapter particularly abounds with 

excellent Lessons of Wisdom. Solomon first represents to us the natural 

timidity of the wicked, and the equally natural firmness of the righteous. The 
Wicked flee when no Man purcueth, but the Righteous are bold as a Lion. Por 
ihe transgressim of a Land, many are the Princes ther of ; but by a Man of 

 Understanding and Knmoledge the State thereof Hall be prolonged. A poor Man 

bat cfpresseth the Poor, is Hike 4 Sweeping Ram that leaveth no Food. He next 
represents to us the depravity of those, who, through contempt of the Law of .Y 
God and the Ordinances of Man, become such dangerous Members of the 4 
Community, that the Friends of Religion and Order are under the necessity of 
COX TENDING with them; or of associating together for the defence of them. | 
selves, their property, and every thing they hold dear: They that forsake the | 

4 Praise the Wicked, but eb as keep the Law CONTEND with them. 


That they, who forsake the Law of God, seldom j pay much deference to hu- 
man Laws, is a truth which stands i in need of no argument to prove it.— The | 
present times have furnished us with too many instances of the peace and quiet | 
of Society being interrupted by wicked and licentious Spirits, who, instead of 2 

dreading the incursions of our Enemies, have by their umpolitic conduct given them 


3 


evident encouragement. To be under the sad necessity of guarding against do- 
mestic Foes, in addition to the dan gers to be apprehended from powerful foreign 
Enemies, is a situation which calls for the greatest possible exertions from all, 
who love the Law of God, and respect the established Laws of their Country. 
And such is precisely our case. For, that there are those, who actuated either 
by a thirst for power, or the hope of plunder, eagerly seize every opportunity 
of inflaming the public mind, wishing to make the People the instruments of 
their own Destruction is a truth, which, had it been doubtful before, some late 
Transactions have proved beyond all dispute. Happily however for You, to 
whom I now principally address myself, your thoughts are not as their thoughts, 
You foresa danger, and you have united to oppose it; juſtly supposing, that if 


you delayed preparation till the Enemy was at hand, resistance might be in vain. | 


| Your exertions for the public Good have had the approbation of your Sovereign, 
and they merit the gratitude of your Countrymen. When Peace, with its 
attendant Blessings, shall again smile upon our Land, your Patriotism will be. 
recorded, and its Benefits gratefully remembered. Should those, who forsake 
the Law, unhappily j join a multitude to do evil: should they dare the resentment 
of an injured Country, and interrupt the public Tranquility, it is no incumbent 


on You to be prepared to contend with them: your steadfastness must appcar 


where reason and persuasion have not been able to prevail; and (though buma- 
nity Shudders at the thought) even if the Arms you bear should be pointed 
against the life of your Neighbour or your Friend. Should foreign Foes pre 
sume to insult our Coasts, I am confident you will, $till more readily, join your 


Brethren in | Arms, to 00 their Attacks and defend the Liberties of your 
Country, 3 


The Profession that you have taken upon you! is truly n dub A clk dl 
an important one. Besides fortitude and the goodness of the Cause in which 
Fou are engaged, you will stand in need of other aids to support you. From 
the Loctrines of Christianity, especially from the cultivation of that brotherly | 
love and union, which it so earnestly recommends, you may at all times derive 
sufficient comfort and support. Let the spirit of Christian Charity rule in your 
hearts, and it will dispose you to love as Brethren, to. be of one mind, to be 
united together in the bond of peace, and your honourable Cause. Unanimity 
18 professedly taught i in the Scriptures, as the Duty of Christians; who are ex- 
pressly told that they ought to consider chemselves as Members of one great 


4 
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Body, of which Christ is the Head. Happy would it be for the Christian 
World, if the principles of brotherly love and effection enjoined by our Saviour 
in the Gospel, were practised to their required extent. Nation would not then 
lift up sword against Nation; and Wars would ceasc in the Earth. The mild 
temper of Christianity would then heal all the differences and animosities that 
arise between man and man, and hush to silence those angry passions that lead 
them to dispute and be at variance one with another. But this is a picture which 


we can only contemplate i in idea. In the present state of Man it 18 much to be 
feared that it will never be realized. 


The fatal effects ids Dissension produces i in this affairs of Sion are euffici- 
ently known. It frequently happens, that the best laid schemes are frustrated 
through want of Union amongst those who contrived, or those who should 
have carried them into execution. If we wish to accomplish any plan which 
Public Spirit shall set on foot, it is necessary for us to act in concert, and to 

give up all the selfish motives of Pride, Interest, and Opinion, which tend to 
divide and weaken the exertions which are necessary to attain the end proposed. 

How true this is, we, alas! of these Kingdoms experience at present the fatal 
proof in too many instances in our Public Measures; and the Lesson cannot 


be without its use to the smallest associations of Men, as well! as the largest 
| Communities. 


I] am the more anxious to recommend to you Harmony and Union from "1 
remembrance of what we have already suffered in the progress of our present 

Conteſt, from that unsocial Division, and indiscreet Opposition, which have had 
their rise either in private Interest, misguided Passion, or still more reprehensible 
Propensities, and whose baneful effects are as evident as they are lamentable. 
Jealousies and Animosities, Disaffection and Discontent, have continually per- 
plexed Government; weakened the arm of the Executive Power; divided the 
National Strength, and probably protracted a very expensive, and singularly 
calamitous War. We have felt too severely from these causes not to be sensible, 
how hurtful Disunion i is to the Intereſts of a Nation. It is, I fear, but too 
true that our Divisions have encouraged and united the Enemy more firmly, 
and by that means added to the difficulties and dangers of a period of itself 
sufficiently alarming .without internal Dissensions to make it more $0 and add 
to the general embarrassment. It will here occur to your own. reflections, as 


\ 
' 


a farther proof of the consequences of Disunion, that the Enemy are almost as 
much indebted to Hat, as to their numbers, for the success they have experi- 
enced in the various Countries they have over-run. Wherever they have carried 
their arms Weakness and Inactivity, the effect of disunited Councils, have 
invariably forwarded their ambitious Views. Indeed the Enemy appear to have 
been so sensible of the advantages they would derive from the divided and dis- 
tracted state of the Countries around them, that they trusted from the first 
more to the effect of their Principles than their Arms. They have always 
endeavoured to sow the seeds of Dissension in the Countries they meant to in- 
vade. They disseminated by their Emissaries their Pamphlets and Proclama- 
tions, those Principles which have an evident tendency to break the attachment 
of the People to their established Government, and dispose them to Disobedi- 
ence, Detection, and Disor der. 


I, in attempting to alienate the minds of the lower Class of People, they had 
appealed to their Judgment and their Reason, possibly the consequences might 


not have been 80 deplorably destructive. But they pursued a far different „ 


thod; they endeavoured to deceive them by artful appeals to their Passions. It 

| probably was owing more to malicious and artful Insinuations than to the real 
defects in the Civil Een that the People of FRANCE were seduced 
from their Allegiance ; and, but for the timely interposition of our Government 
and the numerous Loyal Corps which stepped forward in our defence, Similar 
causes might have here produced Similar effects. 2 or Mankind. in all Countries 5 


are, in certain respects, the same. 


1 to the 3 which have taken place in almost every part 
of the Island, we now look up with trust and satisfaction, as they speak the 

sentiments of the Nation, and shew a Spirit ready to defend the many Civil and 
Religious Blessings we enjoy. In the zeal, activity, and attention of the Officers, 
who have so well bac and disciplined your Corps; in your own conduct, who 
have 80 handsomely and 80 honourably preferred to your ease and convenience 

the satisfaction of standing forward in the Service of your Country, we see an 

additional ground of Reliance and Security. Though you wear a military Garb, 
yet your 1 | is PEACE, and you have associated not to diſturb, but to pre- 
serve it. Vou are prepared, in the absence of foreign Enemies, to contend 


against those (should there unhappily be such) who, despising the Law of God, 


e 


wish to trample on the regulations G for promoting the quiet and hap- 
piness of Man in Society. This is your honourable aim, and it cannot but be 
pleasing in the sight of the Almighty, as well as a source of trust and comfort 
to your numerous Friends and Countrymen who now surround you. 


I conclude with my best wishes for the honour and happiness of your 
Corps, and for the prosperity of this Town and the District to which we belong. 
May you always grace your Profession by a constant practice of the virtues of 
Justice and Mercy, Fortitude and Moderation. And should you in these critical ; 
times be called into actual service, may the Almighty protect you and crown 
you with success. May he prosper all your patriotic enterprizes, till the time 
80 earnestly expected shall arrive, when, compassionating the errors and frailties 
of his sinful creatures, He, in whose hands are the issues of Life, shall be pleased 
to restore to us and to the distressed, suffering Nations of Europe, the inesti- 
mable Blessings of Ra 
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